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COWBRIDGE COMP, ABERTHIN ROAD  
BATS & LIGHTING 
 
Further to receipt of comments from the NRW (02 March 2021), please see the Site 
Lighting Plan (Drawing no: 319/2/E1) and amended bat house plan (Drawing no: 
3703/PA/230 Rev A). NRW raised two main queries in their response of 02 March 2021 
relating to the detail of the mitigation strategy and the lighting plan. 
 
With regards to the bat mitigation at the site, NRW advised that: 

 
…a detailed mitigation strategy would need to be submitted upfront in support of any 
planning permission sought. Mitigation should be appropriate and proportionate to the 
bat species and roost types on site.’ A detailed mitigation strategy must include;  
o Details of the permanent bat house to be provided including; all dimensions of the bat 
house and volume of bat roost areas, details of bat access points, materials to be used (i.e. 
earth floors, double skin walls), internal structure, and human access points for monitoring, 
how the bat house sits within the surrounding landscape.  
o Details of provisions for the long term maintenance and site security of the permanent 
bat house.  
 
Additional detail has been added to the detailed bat house plan (Drawing no: 3703/PA/230 
Rev A) specifically the internal height of the ground floor and the roof space in the bat 
house and whether the walls are double skinned.     
 
Hafod will retain responsibility for the site and its management. Hafod would undertake 
regular inspections to ensure the bat house is secure. Survey would occur bi-annually to 
ensure the structure is sound. Hafod will retain ownership of the bat house in perpetuity 
to ensure the property is kept in good order. An EPS development licence will be required 
to be obtained to undertake the demolition/redevelopment of the site post planning 
award.  The licence conditions will require that monitoring and corrective measures be 
identified and carried out if the mitigation is unsuccessful. This will ensure the continued 
functionality of the site.  
 
 
With regards to the lighting design, NRW requested: 
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‘A lighting and landscaping plan would need to be submitted with a planning application. 
This should look to reduce lighting over the site as a whole and avoid lighting completely 
in proximity to the bat house and the boundaries of the site, ensuring that a vegetated 
dark corridor would be maintained to the bat house which connects to the wider landscape. 
The plans should also include; the type of luminaire (including the exact specification), the 
location and height of the luminaire.’  
 
A revised lighting plan has been produced by Tamlite Ltd. (Drawing no: 319/2/E1) to 
address these comments. A commitment has been made that:  

• All external lights shall be 100% downward directional luminaires 

• External lights to be contractor controlled as follows – western boundary to be 
switched off between 8pm and 6am (April to September) and dimmed to 25% (Oct 
to March).  

• All other external lighting to be controlled via PIR and timer (set to 1min max).  
 
With the adoption of these measures, the enclosed lighting plan demonstrates that a dark 
corridor can be maintained along the western boundary of the site, providing connectivity 
between the proposed bat house and the immediate local area.  The lux plots illustrate 
that light reflected at ground level up to the red line boundary is around 1.0 lux, reducing 
further west.  However it should be noted that the bollard lights are 1m high and throw 
light down and as such there would be virtually no lux level increase above a height of 1m.  
During the April – September period, these lights would be switched off and dimmed to 
25% (i.e. a 75% reduction) from October to March thereby further reducing any risk of 
light spill and maintaining the dark corridor.   
 
We trust that the additional details are clearly set out in this letter and enclosures and are 
sufficient to address the NRW comments and permit determination of the planning 
application.   
 
 
Should you have any queries or require further input/advise, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Dr Danielle Fry 
 
Enc: Site Lighting Plan – Drawing no: 319/2/E1 
        Proposed Bat House- Drawing no: 3703/PA/230 Rev A 
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1. ALL EXTERNAL LIGHTS TO BE 100% DOWNWARD
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