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Vale of Glamorgan

Highway Authority Observation Sheet

	Planning Application Ref:
	2018/01408/FUL

	Observations By:
	Tony Godsall

	Date:
	12 February 2019

	Location:
	Former Cowbridge Comprehensive School, Aberthin Road, Cowbridge

	Proposal:
	Proposed demolition of existing school, development of 48 dwellings (43 flats and five houses) and associated works



	Case Officer:
	Mrs. Y. J. Prichard


I have now reviewed the above planning application and would comment as follows
1.
It was noted from the proposed tracking plan that the vehicle used for the tracking is 10.17m long and not the large refuse vehicle that would be used by the council (3 axle – 11.22m long). The Highway Authority therefore require an amended plan to prove that the track run will work within the site for large refuse vehicles to enter and exit the development in a forward gear

2.
It is noted that the plan shows that the visibility splays along Aberthin Road and these are acceptable. The width of the access road into the development is 5.5 m and the footway either side being 2.0m which is acceptable. The access kerb radii at the entrance to the development should be 10m. However the Highway authority is happy to accept 6.0m if the swept paths for a refuse vehicle highlighted above are not crossing over opposing lanes on Aberthin Road.

3.
In according to the Council’s Car Parking Standards for residential development a requirement of 1 space per bedroom (maximum of 3 spaces per unit) normally applies to residential development with an additional requirement of 1 space per 5 units for visitors. The Parking Standards’ requirement for the development of 48 flats is 84 parking spaces (70 for residents and 14 visitor spaces). However, a reduction in parking provision to 1 parking space per dwelling is permitted where the site is in a sustainable and accessible location. The location of this development is considered sustainable and therefore the parking that is required would be 58 spaces (48 for residents and 10 for visitors). The parking provision currently allocated to this development is 47 parking spaces. There is therefore a requirement for the provision of 11 more car parking spaces. 

4.
The existing footway fronting the properties varies in width from between approximately 2.8m and 1.5m. The route has been deemed as an Active Travel route and has been highlighted as part of the councils Integrated Network Map. As a result of the above then there is a need to create a combined pedestrian/ cycling footway of 3.5m along the length of the development on Aberthin Road  to satisfy the Councils future proposals. As part of these works the existing layby should be reduced in size, however should be retained.

5
The proposed location of the tactile paving on the proposed footway will not be utilised as it is not on the desire line for pedestrians crossing the road. This should be moved nearer to the entrance onto Aberthin Road

6.
The existing redundant accesses to the development be permanently stopped up and replaced with full height footway (125mm up stand) 

7
From 7 January 2019, all new developments in Wales of more than 1 dwelling house or where the construction area is 100m2 or more, will require Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) for surface water. This needs to be considered as part of the detailed design for the internal road with the potential use of block paving. These SuDS must be designed and built in accordance with standards published by Welsh Government and approved by the local authority acting in its role as a SuDS approval body (SAB). The SAB will then have the duty to adopt any compliant systems; serving multiple properties. Early discussions with the SAB is advised

Until such time as the above revisions have been submitted then I am unable to make any further highway observation on this proposal
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