CONSULTATION RESPONSE: COUNTRYSIDE AND ENVIRONMENT (ECOLOGY)

	To / I:
	Operational Manager Development & Building Control
	
	From / Oddi Wrth:
	Ecology, Development Services

Countryside and Economic Projects.

	FAO
	Mr. I. Robinson
	
	
	Ms Erica Dixon

	Date / Dyddiad:
	14 November 2019
	
	Tel / Ffôn:
	(01446) 704855

	Your Ref / Eich Cyf:
	2019/01041/RG3
	
	My Ref / Fy Cyf:
	

	Location
	Pencoedtre High School, Merthyr Dyfan Road, Barry 

	Proposal
	Construction of a replacement secondary school building at the site of the existing Pencoedtre High School, sports facilities, and associated works (including landscaping, access and engineering works) along with the demolition of the existing secondary school building


	ECOLOGY RESPONSE

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No comment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Object (holding objection)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Object and recommend refusal 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Notes for applicant
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Request for further information 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Recommend planning conditions


Summary

We object to this application at the present time. The development, as proposed would result in a net biodiversity loss and this is not in keeping with the requirements of the Environment Act. We make recommendations below to provide guidance to the applicant to overcome the Objection. If enhancement cannot be achieved (or as the very minimum no net loss) then the LPA should consider refusal of the application.      

Comments

These comments are made with respect to the documents submitted in support of the application, in particular

· Vale of Glamorgan Schools – Pencoedtre High School; Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) and BREEAM Ecology Report; September 2019, Revision 2.0 by Aecom Ltd. 

· Arboricultural Report including Arboricultural Impact Assessment, September 2019 by ArbTS. 

Bats

We note that no bat roosts were found on site. 

Section 6.1.1.2 of the ecology report indicates that bat activity surveys may be required if the lighting cannot avoid impacts through light spill. However, it is not clear, if the impacts can be avoided and therefore whether a survey will be required. 

All survey work must have been completed prior to determination, and therefore, we request that:- 

Recommendation: either the survey be undertaken before determination or a justification / light plan provided to demonstrate that an activity survey will not be required. 

Hedgerow

We note that there will be a temporary loss of c.20m of hedgerow. We acknowledge the measures proposed to retain flight lines and that this loss will be reinstated after completion of construction works. However, the report lacks the following details: 

· Methodology / details of removal (particularly with regard to reptiles* see below)

· Details of replanting

Recommendation: provide precautionary methodology and details of reinstatement

Reptiles

We note that reptiles have been considered absent from the site, however without survey work to substantiate this conclusion, we would disagree. We recommend that the clearance methodology, of the higher value habitats (around trees, hedgerow etc) include a precautionary approach, with respect to reptiles.

Recommendation: provide a precautionary site clearance strategy (with respect to reptiles) 

Habitat loss

We note that 10 individual trees and 4 groups of trees are to be lost as a result of the development. There are no replacement trees shown on the landscaping plan. This is not considered to be an acceptable loss. Replacement trees must be provided at a minimum ratio of 1:2 (loss:gain). A revised plan should be submitted to show locations of replacement trees, including details of size, species, aftercare etc. 

Recommendation: Provide details of tree replacement

Mitigation

We note that section 6.2 includes enhancement within the mitigation hierarchy, and that there will be a net loss as a result of this development (Credits for criteria 6b and 6c of BREEAM cannot be achieved). We draw the applicants’ attention to the “Dear CPO” letter of 23 November from Welsh Government to all Chief Planning Officers, indicating that enhancement must form part of a development and that failure to provide an enhancement may result in refusal of an application. 

Recommendation: the application must demonstrate an enhancement for biodiversity. Please note that the requirements of the Environment Act must be met prior to considering a BREEAM rating. 

Recommendations

Recommendations are made in each relevant section above. The following information must be provided prior to determination. 
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