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Vale of Glamorgan

Highway Authority Observation Sheet

	Planning Application Ref:
	2019/00690/FUL

	Observations By:
	Tony Godsall

	Date:
	12 August 2019

	Location:
	The Spinney, Twyncyn, Dinas Powys

	Proposal:
	Proposed change of use from Granny annexe and studio, to a new home school class D1

	Case Officer:
	Mr. S. D. Butler


Further to a recent site inspection carried out in relation to the above application and considering the submitted drawings, the Highway Authority would comment as follows
1 The highway is classed as a 30mph road and the normal requirement are for visibility splays of 2.4m x 43.0m in both directions along the adjacent highway from the means of access. Within the visibility envelope, no obstructions, inclusive of fencing and boundary walls are to exceed 600mm in height and any planting shall be located at the rear of the visibility splays. As can be seen from the photographs below, appropriate visibility is available to the west and south of the proposed access. However there is limit visibility to the West of the access. Due to the limit vehicular traffic to the West and no road casualties within the vicinity, mitigation measures could be introduced on the lane to the West due to the partial visibility available by the introduction of Slow / Araf markings on the road and the cutting back of existing vegetation / trees.
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No drawing of the proposed parking and access arrangements within the property have been provided. For information, private drives over the length of 45m, need a turning head 4.8m by 14m to allow emergency vehicles and service deliveries to turn within the site curtilage and emerge onto the highway in a forward gear as stated in Manual for Streets paragraph 6.7.
3
The access serving the existing dwelling along the private access and the proposed development shall be provided at 4.5m for the first 10.0m from the adopted highway in order that two vehicles to pass are able to pass side by side when entering/exiting the site in order to prevent vehicles queuing or reversing into the adjacent highway in the interest of highway safety.
No passing bays have been provided along the access road to the development and a plan is required indicating their position in order to prevent reversing vehicles which raises road safety issues for any pedestrians walking along the private access road.
4
It was noted in the Access Statement that the age range for the home school will be between 10 and 12 and limited to 10 children per class. In according to the Council’s Car Parking Standards for secondary schools, a requirement of 1 commercial vehicular space, 1 space per teacher (2No), 1 space per ancillary staff (No information has been provided), 3 visitor spaces and bus / mini bus parking as required (no information has been provided). The Highway Authority therefore requires the number of ancillary staff, type of commercial vehicles likely to be used and number of minibuses serving the school. It was noted from the site visit that the existing parking space availability would not allow the vehicles associated with the proposal to park and manoeuvre within the current constraints and as a result a 1/200 drawing of the proposed location and turning availability of these parking spaces area required.
5
The Access Statement indicated the following

“…..but the bigger site geography will be bringing the children from the agreed drop off point, as detailed on the transport document, while one of the teachers walk the children to the school, via the existing pavement networks.”
From the site visit it was noted that there is limited availability of footways along Twyncyn or along the joint private access road to the school. In order to ensure the safety of children then there will be a requirement to provide a footway along the verge and constructed to highway adoptable standard from the junction of Britway Road / Twyncyn Junction to the private access road. The Access statement also states that there will be an agreed drop off point and no location has been indicated.  

Failure to provide the information required as a result of the comments above may result in an objection from the Highway Authority on road safety grounds
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