CONSULTATION RESPONSE: COUNTRYSIDE AND ENVIRONMENT (ECOLOGY)

	To / I:
	Operational Manager Development & Building Control
	
	From / Oddi Wrth:
	Ecology, Development Services

Countryside and Economic Projects.

	FAO
	Mr. I. Robinson
	
	
	Ms Erica Dixon

	Date / Dyddiad:
	14 June 2019
	
	Tel / Ffôn:
	(01446) 704855

	Your Ref / Eich Cyf:
	2019/00280/RG3
	
	My Ref / Fy Cyf:
	

	Location
	Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Morgannwg, Colcot Road, Barry

	Proposal
	Erection of extensions to the school for a new Sports Block with link to existing building;  Design and Technology Block; new Reception Area; creation of a Plant Room; new Muga and 3G All-weather Pitch aswell as external alterations to the facade treatment


	ECOLOGY RESPONSE

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No comment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Object (holding objection)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Object and recommend refusal 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Notes for applicant
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Request for further information 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Recommend planning conditions


Summary

We have no objection, but make several recommendations, see below.      

Comments

These comments update and replace previous county ecologist responses. 

We refer to the following reports in our comments below:

· Vale of Glamorgan Schools – Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Morgannwg; Bat Roost Survey Report, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Project number 60571314, November 2018, V2 15/4/19 by Aecom

· Vale of Glamorgan Schools, Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Morgannwg and Whitmore High School, Bat Activity Survey Report, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Project Number 60571314, November 2018; by AeCom. 

· Vale of Glamorgan Schools, Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Morgannwg, Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and BREEAM Ecology Report, Vale of Glamorgan Council, July 2018; by AeCom. 

· Arboricultural Report, including Tree Survey Data 23 July 2018 Ystgol Gynraeg Bro Morgannwg, by ArbTS. 

· Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Morgannwg, Colcot Road, Barry, Ecological Survey Report (Reptiles), Just Mammals Consultancy Ltd June 2019, ref REP4918

· NRW response of 23 May 2019

We note that a population of reptiles was confirmed on the site. Therefore a reptile strategy (for conservation and enhancement, and to prevent killing and injury) will be required. This can be conditioned and then implemented. 

The bat roosts will remain in situ, however the applicant has confirmed that a licence will be sought, in the event of disturbance to the bats and their roost during the works. 

Ecological conservation and enhancement must be demonstrated. This can be included in an Ecological Design Strategy. Ecological impacts can be minimised and managed, with the inclusion of several planning conditions. We therefore have no objection, but recommend the following:

Recommendations

Planning Officer actions

Planning Officer to undertake and document the Habitats Regulations requirements for the “3 tests” at the determination stage, with respect to the bat roosts on site. 

Suggested planning conditions/advisory 

Ecological Design Strategy: 

[need time frame here] an Ecological Design Strategy to Conserve and enhance biodiversity must be submitted to the Local Planning Authority and approved in writing. The scheme must be implemented as agreed. The scheme should include, but not exclusively limited to: 

· Method Statement for conserving reptiles during and after construction

· Ecological enhancements

· (Bat) provision of dark, vegetated flight lines,

· Gaps under fences

Standard EPS Advisory

Include standard advisory regarding licensing for European Protected Species. 
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