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Llanmaes Community Council Response
Planning Application 2017/00564/FUL 
Location: Land East of B4265 between Boverton and Eglwys Brewis, St Athan 

Proposal: Construction of a new highway called the Northern Access Road
Following consultation with local residents and having given the matter its full consideration Llanmaes Community Council wishes to strongly oppose this application. 
In the event of this application being called in for a decision by the Vale of Glamorgan Council Planning Committee we would request the opportunity to make our representations orally.

The reasons for our opposition to this application are:-
1. Lack of evidence to show that the NAR is essential for development of the Aerospace Business Park (ABP).

2. Unnecessary destruction of a large area of unspoiled green countryside.
3. Lack of importance given to the archaeology of the area.

4. Unrealistic proposals for traffic management.
1. Lack of evidence to show that the NAR is essential for the development of the ABP.
· The Community Council agree that access to the ABP should be by a road of appropriate design, specification and construction.  However, would argue that constructing a new road is unnecessary and undesirable when improvements to the existing Eglwys Brewis Road would be more reasonably and economically achieved.

We do not accept the argument that “the NAR has fewer, less costly and less time-impactful constraints to overcome” ¹ – especially as no detailed costings has been provided.  Where is the evidence to support this statement?

We cannot regard the NAR as “a strategically important piece of infrastructure essential to the future development of the ABP” ².  Local opinion does not recognise the NAR as being crucial to the future economic success of the Cardiff Airport and St Athan Enterprise Zone.  It is worth noting that we have written evidence from Aston Martin that a new road is not an integral part of the deal to bring the factory to the area.
· The case is not made that upgrading the Eglwys Brewis Road would cause delays because of works to the railway bridge and land acquisitions, and is again supposition.  It is debatable that the NAR will be completed to the 2019 timetable and it is more realistic that the upgrading of the road could achieve that timetable.

· The statement that the NAR will help in addressing the flood risk in the area is preposterous.  The Llanmaes Flood Alleviation Scheme was proposed and the funding agreed way before the revised plans for the NAR were submitted.
· We argue that the upgrading of the Eglwys Brewis Road would facilitate access to the two LDP housing sites proposed by the Vale Council and the Safe Routes to Schools improvements.
2. Unnecessary destruction of a large area of unspoiled green countryside.
· The proposed road will destroy a large area of unspoiled green countryside and will leave a permanent unnecessary scar on the landscape.
· The proposed road will have a detrimental effect on the natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora.  It is noted from the Design and Access Statement that “protected species surveys identified the presence of a number of species within the habitats on-site”.  
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 outlines the role of the Planning Authority and states “A competent authority, in exercising any of their functions, must have regard to the requirements of the Habitats Directive and Birds Directive so far as they may be affected by the exercise of those functions”.

· We believe the building of the NAR when there is a perfectly viable alternative, is against the principles of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.  In Section 4 of The Act, two of the well-being goals of the National Assembly for Wales are – a healthier Wales and a Wales of cohesive communities.  The proposed road will:-

· destroy the rural and peaceful environment of the residents of Llanmaes and surrounding area, and 

· will impact on the village boundary and will isolate residents living to the east of the village.

3. Lack of importance to the archaeology of the area.

· Llanmaes has been recognised both nationally and internationally as an area of archaelogical importance.  The Design and Access Statement states “no previously recorded archaeological assets have been identified within the footprint of the NAR”, but “there is the potential for previously unrecorded archaeology to be discovered during construction” ³.  If this should happen, it would cause considerable delay and cost to a road for which no business case has been made. 
4. Unrealistic proposals for traffic management.
· It is widely believed that the majority of traffic for the ABP will travel from the east and will take the shortest and quickest route to the site which is through St Athan Village.  It will not travel along a road which is longer and has three sets of traffic lights and junctions. The Community Council are not reassured by the proposals for directional signs, transport plans or a signalised junction at the entrance to the ABP.  

Whilst the traffic problems for St Athan do not directly affect Llanmaes, the Community Council give this as further argument that the NAR is unnecessary and intrusive.
Local residents recall when RAF St Athan was fully operational and there were many thousand service personnel and civilians living in the area and travelling daily to St Athan and the existing road network served the area perfectly well.  Local knowledge and history should play a part in this decision and the majority of local people do not accept that the NAR is necessary.

In conclusion, Llanmaes Community Council strongly believe that the upgrading of the Eglwys Brewis Road will fulfil all the requirements that are proposed for the NAR.  The evidence provided for the NAR needs to be examined and justified before millions of pounds are spent on what may become an expensive ‘white elephant’ and leave a permanent scar on our countryside.
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