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1. BRIEF

I have been instructed by Nigel Arnold Architect to prepare an amended Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) in relation to revised parking at Bryneithin Retirement Housing, Dinas Powys.  The AIA has been prepared following a site visit and tree inspection undertaken on 4.9.17.
2. TREE SURVEY AND PLAN

The information within this document is based on the Treescene Tree Survey 03.07.17 and the Treescene AIA Plan 09/2017.

3. TREES TO BE REMOVED

No trees are proposed for removal for Arboricultural reasons nor to accommodate development.

4. TREE PRUNING
Many of the trees to be retained contain structural defects/deadwood or may impede vehicle/pedestrian movements within the site.  Works to improve tree safety or remove a potential source of nuisance are detailed in the Preliminary Management Recommendations within the Tree Survey.  All pruning works are to be undertaken by suitably qualified and experienced Arboricultural Contractors working to BS3998:2010 Recommendations for Tree Work.  In addition to the works recommended in the Tree Survey, it is likely that some remedial pruning works may be required to trees T2 and G3 to mitigate the root loss that has been incurred on site by some specimens. The exact extent of the pruning works should be agreed between the owner of the trees, the Local Planning Authority and the Arboricultural Consultant; details to be included in a site specific Arboricultural Method Statement.
5. ROOT PROTECTION AREA (RPA) INCURSIONS

The attached AIA plan indicates that there are some conflicts between the proposed parking layout and the RPAs of trees to be retained.  These are as follows:
a) 1No. car parking space within the southern RPA of T1,

b) 3No. car parking spaces within the south-western RPA of T2,

c) 1No. car parking space within the north-western RPA of G3.

The site visit on 4.9.17 indicated that these excavations have already been implemented, resulting in some root loss/exposure to the trees in question.

In addition to the above, the car parking layout proposes the installation of 1No. car parking space entirely within the southern RPA of G3 and several car parking spaces within the RPAs of T4-T7 inclusive.

6. PROTECTION OF RETAINED TREES
All trees to be retained should be protected by fencing in accordance with the details in BS5837:2012.  The implementation of the tree protection on site should be in compliance with a site specific Tree Protection Plan (TPP) and Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS).  The site visit on 4.9.17 indicated that most trees on site are now protected with tree protection barriers of a type complying with BS5837:2012.
7. IMPACT ON TREES
T1 – Minor root loss is proposed which is unlikely to be detrimental to the health and stability of T1.
T2 and G3 (north-westernmost specimen) – The excavations already undertaken have resulted in noticeable root loss which may impact upon the health and stability of this tree.  Some remedial arboricultural work (crown reduction) is required to minimise the risk of structural failure.

G3 (southernmost trees in this group)

The proposal to install a car parking space entirely within the RPA of G3 will result in some root loss which may impact upon the health/stability of some of the trees in this group.  The adoption of alternative methodologies for working e.g. hand dig, careful root pruning may limit any adverse impacts but it may be preferable to remove this particular car parking space from the layout should this be possible.
T4-T7 inclusive

The car parking spaces can be installed utilising “no-dig” methodologies to reduce any adverse effects on adjacent tree roots.  If the methods of working as described in section 7.4.2 of BS5837:2012 are implemented then the proposed car parking in these areas should not be detrimental to the health of retained trees.

All trees impacted upon by the proposed car parking should be monitored for health/stability every 6 months for the next 3 years.

8. RECOMMENDATIONS

a) A detailed schedule of remedial arboricultural works to trees T2 and G3 (north-western most specimens) to be agreed and implemented.
b) Consideration of removal of car parking space within southern RPA of G3 

or

Preparation and implementation of a site specific AMS detailing works to limit the adverse impacts on G3.

c) Implement “no-dig” construction of car parking spaces adjacent to T4-T7 inc., in accordance with BS5837:2012.

d) The consulting arborist to monitor the health/stability of the trees every 6 months for a period of 3 years.  Any recommended remedial arboricultural works to maintain the health/stability of the trees to be implements.

