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	Location
	Former St Cyres School, Murch Road, Dinas Powys

	Proposal
	Request for screening opinion - Residential development and community uses 


	ECOLOGY SUMMARY

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Recommend EIA 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not recommend EIA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Request for further information
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No comment


TYPE OF SCHEME

The scheme has been identified as a Schedule 2 project; 


as meeting the thresholds and criteria in Schedule 2

SELECTION CRITERIA

In reaching a screening opinion, the Council must have regard to the matters listed in Schedule 3 of the Regulations, which sets out the 'selection criteria' which must be taken into account in determining whether a development is likely to have significant effects on the environment. 

This assessment must therefore examine the characteristics of the development (including its size, use of natural resources, quantities of pollution and waste generally), the environmental sensitivity of the site and the characteristics of the potential impact (including its magnitude and duration) (para. 33).

From a consideration of the proposal in the context of the site, and on the basis of the information provided by the applicants, the following conclusions are reached in relation to the Schedule 3 issues, with respect to ecology.
Characteristics of the development

Annex B: Selection Criteria for Screening Schedule 2 Development – of the regulation advises that the characteristics of development must be considered having regard, in particular, to:

(a)
the size of the development;

(b)
the cumulation with other development;

(c)
the use of natural resources;

(d)
the production of waste;

(e)
pollution and nuisances;

the risk of accidents, having regard in particular to substances or technologies used. Only (c), (d) and (e) above will be considered by Ecology. 


Location of the development

It is necessary to assess the area for its environmental sensitivity, and whether any part of the development would be carried out in a sensitive area. The EIA Regulations provide definitions of those areas that are regarded as ‘sensitive’, and this includes:

· Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),

· National Parks,

· Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB),

· World Heritage Sites,

· Conservation Areas,

· Scheduled Ancient Monuments, and 

· Internationally designated sites.

The Circular advises that “the relationship between a proposed development and its location is a crucial consideration. For any given development proposal, the more environmentally sensitive the location, the more likely it is that the effects will be significant and will require EIA.”

Only those categories in bold will be assessed by Ecology. 


It goes on to state that:

For any Schedule 2 development, EIA is more likely to be required if it would be likely to have significant effects on the special character of any of the other types of 'sensitive area' or the New Forest Heritage Area. However, it does not follow that every Schedule 2 development in (or affecting) these areas will automatically require EIA. In each case, it will be necessary to judge whether the likely effects on the environment of that particular development will be significant in that particular location. Any views expressed by the consultation bodies (paragraph 98) should be taken into account, and authorities should consult them in the cases where there is a doubt about the significance of a development's likely effects on a sensitive area.

In certain cases other statutory and non-statutory designations which are not included in the definition of 'sensitive areas', but which are nonetheless environmentally sensitive, may also be relevant in determining whether EIA is required.

Thus when considering the environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected by development, regard must also be had, in particular, to – 

(a)
the existing land use; 

(b)
the relative abundance, quality and regenerative capacity of natural 
resources in the area;

(c)
the absorption capacity of the natural environment paying particular 
attention to the following areas -


(i)  
wetlands;

(ii) 
coastal zones;

(iii) 
mountain and forest areas;

(iv) 
nature reserves and parks;

(v) 
areas classified or protected under Member States’  legislation; 



areas designated by Member States pursuant to Council Directive 



79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds and Council Directive 



92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna 


and flora; 


(vi)
areas in which the environmental quality standards laid down in       



Community legislation have already been exceeded; 


(vii) 
densely populated areas;


(viii) 
landscapes of historical, cultural or archaeological significance. 


Characteristics of the Potential Impact

The potential significant effects of development must have particular regard to:

(a) 
the extent of the impact (geographical area and size of the affected 
population);

(b) 
the transfrontier nature of the impact; (geographical  context)
(c) 
the magnitude and complexity of the impact;

(d) 
the probability of the impact;

(e) 
the duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact.


CONCLUSION

Welsh Office Circular 11/99 states that EIA will usually only be needed for Schedule 2 developments in three main types of case: 
a) 
for major developments which are of more than local importance; 
b)
for developments which are proposed for particularly environmentally sensitive or 
vulnerable locations); and 
c) 
for developments with unusually complex and potentially hazardous 
environmental effects.  
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RECOMMENDATION
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(c) the use of natural resources





No specific comment





(e) pollution and nuisances





Can be adequately dealt with through CEMP





(d) the production of waste





No specific issues identified





Is the development in (or will affect) a defined “Sensitive Area”?





No





Is the development in (or will affect) an Environmentally sensitive area?





No





What are the characteristics of the potential impact on ecology?





Potential for loss of ecologically diverse and important habitats (Section 6 habitats)


Potential to affect protected / priority species








Is the project likely to give rise to significant effects on the environment of the location concerned? 





Dormouse, a European Protected Species has been identified, through surveys to be present on site. Planning will need to consider the “3 tests” at the planning determination stage. Appropriate and proportionate mitigation and compensation will be required to maintain the Favourable Conservation Status of dormouse on site, in order to enable Natural Resources Wales to grant a development licence. At present, NRW are currently in negotiation with the developers and have not indicated that a licence would be refused. It is therefore accepted that the development will either be permitted or may be permitted. In either of these cases, the Local Planning Authority may grant planning permission, subject to all other necessary measures. 





Therefore, the project is not likely to give rise to significant effects on the environment.





Recommendation





From an ecological point of view, an Environmental Impact Assessment is not required.





The Local Planning Authority should be mindful of the presence of European Protected Species on site, and to ensure that these are dealt with appropriately during the planning application stage. 
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