CONSULTATION RESPONSE: COUNTRYSIDE AND ENVIRONMENT (ECOLOGY)

	To / I:
	Operational Manager Development & Building Control
	
	From / Oddi Wrth:
	Ecology, Development Services

Countryside and Economic Projects.

	FAO
	Mr. S. D. Butler
	
	
	Mrs Erica Dixon

	Date / Dyddiad:
	14 August 2015
	
	Tel / Ffôn:
	(01446) 704855

	Your Ref / Eich Cyf:
	2015/00843/FUL
	
	My Ref / Fy Cyf:
	

	Location
	Sully Sports and Social Club, South Road, Sully

	Proposal
	Hybrid application proposing development of Sully Sports and Social Club, including demolition of existing clubhouse and buildings and construction of new clubhouse, three. grassed pitches, one. all-weather pitch, floodlights, new bowling green, local retail building, touring caravan site and building, car parking and associated engineering, access and landscaping works (full detail) and proposals for construction of up to 200 dwellings, with associated parking, engineering, access, play space and landscaping works (outline detail)


	ECOLOGY RESPONSE

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No comment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Object (holding objection)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Object and recommend refusal 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Notes for applicant
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Request for further information 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Recommend planning conditions


Summary

We do not object to this application, however we seek further information from the applicant, prior to determination.      

Detailed Comments 

We welcome the submission of the following reports with the planning application: 

· Sully SSC Redevelopment, Ecological Impact Assessment; St Modwen Developments Ltd. September 2014 by Atkins Ltd

· Sully Sports and Social Club Redevelopment; Wetland bird survey (WEBS)

St Modwen Developments Ltd. May 2015 (Atkins Ltd)

· Proposed Residential Development Sully Sports and Social Development Site; St. Modwen Homes Ltd; Landscape and Visual Appraisal; June 2015; Drawing titled Landscape Framework Strategy
We note the findings of the reports and request clarification on some issues, as detailed below. 

Recommendations

1. Bat Assessment. With respect to the Ecological Impact Assessment, we note that 2 of the buildings on site (TN5, TN20) are classed as “Of limited Potential” and that Section 5.5 recommends that either these buildings be subject to internal surveys, followed by emergence surveys if necessary, or subjected to sensitive removal of features used by bats. The decision of the course of action to be undertaken needs to be made prior to determination. We recommend that the applicant(s) consultant ecologist should conclude the assessment of the buildings potential for bats and to provide a revised Impact Assessment which states how these buildings will be dealt with. (If surveys are outstanding, then we should not determine the application)

2. Hedgerows. We note the loss of hedgerows TNs 12, 13 and 16 as a result of the development. However, we note the landscape drawing shows a hedgerow with trees forming the boundary of the caravan/sports areas from the residential area. Could the applicant provide further details on the a) length of this hedgerow and b) species used, and c) an indication of post development management of this hedgerow. 

3. Bird Assessment. As the Wetland Bird Survey was undertaken due to the presence of Sully Island Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), which forms part of the  Severn Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA) and Severn Estuary Wetland of International Importance (Ramsar site), we recommend that NRW are consulted.
4. Lighting. We recommend that the applicant provide a plan showing, in addition to the lit pitch areas, to show the light spill onto the site boundaries, in particular the retained/new hedgerows. We recommend that rear/side baffles/shields are used where necessary to prevent light spill with the intention of keeping boundary features dark for flight lines for bats. 
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