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Received on 10 March 2015

Mr. John Foster-Thomas, The Cross, Church Road, Llanblethian, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7JF

ESA Tree Care Ltd Penllyn Estate Farm, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, 
CF71 7FF

The Cross, Church Road, Llanblethian
Reduce four Yews to a closely similar height as that of the adjacent shorter Yews in the row.

SITE AND CONTEXT

A large detached dwelling set within a significant sized plot on Church Road in Llanblethian, on the northern edge of the village and located within the Llanblethian Conservation Area.    

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

Consent is sought to prune the height of a row of Yews growing along the south eastern boundary of the garden.  The trees are protected by Tree Preservation Order No.7, 1973 which was confirmed on 8th October, 1974.

PLANNING HISTORY

2009/01079/TCA : The Cross, Church Road, Llanblethian, nr. Cowbridge - Remove Conifer from rear garden  - Approved 17/11/2009
2005/00066/FUL : The Cross, Llanblethian, Cowbridge - Extension of existing dwelling with conservatory and rear entrance porch  - Approved 10/03/2005 
2000/01433/TCA : The Cross, Church Road, Llanblethian - Work to large ash tree  - Approved 23/01/2001 
1998/01020/TPO : The Cross, Church Road, Llanblethian - Fell ash tree and prune cedar trees overhanging garage  - Approved 27/10/1998 
1998/00260/TPO : The Cross, Church Road, Llanblethian - Various tree works  - Approved 16/06/1998 
1995/00836/TPO : The Cross, Church Road, Llanblethian - Various tree works reference letter dated 12th September, 1995  - Approved 09/11/1995 
1995/00422/TPO : The Cross, Llanblethian, Cowbridge - Tree pruning of trees specified in letter of application in letter of application dated the 5th May, 1995  - Approved 13/07/1995 
1994/00511/FUL : The Cross, Llanblethian - Garage  - Approved 15/07/1994 
1989/01229/FUL : The Cross, Llanblethian, Near Cowbridge - Construction of a garage  - Approved 15/12/1989 

REPORT

This sloping site comprises a substantial garden around a large dwelling containing many mature trees of various species.  At the lower southern end of

the garden, at a level below the dwelling, are a row of 8 Yews which serve to screen this boundary from the dwellings lower down on the hill and from a public right of way leading to Llanblethian Hill Down.  The applicant is seeking to reduce the height of four of the trees down to a height on a par with the remaining four in order to introduce an improved level of light into this area of the garden.

It was noted on site that in the area of these Yews is a pool house and swimming pool with paved area and the trees concerned are directly behind.  This area in particular, has been raised and levelled in order to install the pool and associated buildings – there is also a pump house behind the pool house, at the original level of the garden.  Common to most buildings in the permanent shade of coniferous trees, the back of the pool and pump houses are coated in green algal growth.  As the Yews extend across the informal path behind the two buildings and are almost in contact with them, some pruning would be beneficial anyway.

As the Yews are comparatively close together they are not distinct as individuals and the species is very forgiving in terms of regrowth, thus there is no concern regarding the proposal provided it is carried out sympathetically.            

RECOMMENDATION

APPROVE subject to the following condition(s):

1.
The work shall be carried out in accordance with accepted rules and practices of good tree surgery to conform to B.S. 3998: 2010- Tree Work - Recommendations.


Reason:


To ensure the work is carried out to an acceptable standard.

2.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out within 12 months of the date of this consent.


Reason:


To ensure the work is completed within a reasonable time limit

3.
The work hereby approved by this consent shall be confined to reducing the four taller Yews down to a height similar to the shorter adjacent Yews and undertaken in a manner sympathetic to the trees.


Reason:


To ensure the visual amenities of the area are protected.

NOTE:

1.
Bats and nesting birds must not be disturbed or destroyed during tree work.  A full visual inspection of the trees to be worked on must be carried out prior to intended work to check for the presence of bats and nesting birds.  Advice on bats and trees may be obtained from the Natural Resources Wales (Countryside Council for Wales as was).  Bats may be present in cracks, cavities, under flaps of bark, in dense Ivy and so forth.  Should bats be identified, please contact either Natural Resources Wales on 0845 1306229 or the Council's Ecology Section on 01446 704627.

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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