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1. BRIEF
I have been instructed by Mr James Poole of Redrow Homes to prepare an Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) in relation to a proposed development at St. Nicholas, Cardiff.

2. TREE SURVEY AND PLANS
The information within this document is based on the Treescene Tree Survey 21.05.15, the Tree Constraints Plan (TCP) 02/2015 and the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Plan (AIAP) 07-2016.
3. TREES TO BE REMOVED
a) Arboricultural Reasons
Trees T6, T29, T36, T37, T38, T44, T52 and T59 are recommended for removal in the Tree Survey due to poor quality (U category).

b) To Facilitate Development
The following trees are proposed for removal to facilitate development:  G2 (part - road access), G3 (part - road access), T57 and T58.  These specimens are all categorised as C in the Tree Survey.

4. TREE PRUNING
Many of the trees to be retained contain structural defects/deadwood or may impede vehicle/pedestrian movements within the site.  Works to improve tree safety or remove a potential source of nuisance are detailed in the Preliminary Management Recommendations within the Tree Survey.  

Additionally, some reduction by 2-3m of the lateral branches of Sycamore tree T56 will be required to enable the construction of Plots 11-14.

All tree works to BS3998:2010.

5. ROOT PROTECTION AREA (RPA) INCURSIONS
There are some minor incursions of the development into the RPAs of trees to be retained.  These are as follows:

a) Plots 8 and 9 – Construction of private drives into the RPAs of G47 and T48.

b) Plots 11-14 – Construction of north-western corner of dwelling/path into RPA of T56.

c) Plots 41-44 – Construction of north-western corner of dwelling/path into RPA of T3.

d) Plot 49 – Construction of path into RPA of G4.

e) Plot 55 – Construction of northern section of garage into RPA of G5.

f) Plot 64 – Construction of path into RPA of G7.

g) Plot 94- Construction of southern section of dwelling into RPA of G33.

h) Plots 98-99 – Construction of road into RPAs of T39-T42.

i) Plot 101 – Construction of north-eastern corner of garage into RPA of T45.

The above incursions into the RPAs are minimal and unlikely to be detrimental to the health of the retained trees.  The impact of the RPA incursions will be minimised by the adoption of hand-dig/no-dig method of construction in these areas.

6. PROTECTION OF RETAINED TREES
All trees to be retained should be protected by fencing in accordance with the detail in BS5837:2012.  The implementation of the tree protection on site should be in compliance with a site specific Tree Protection Plan (TPP) and Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS).

7. IMPACT ON LOCAL AMENITY

Only 2No. C category trees are proposed for removal to facilitate development and 3No. short sections of C category hedgerow are proposed for removal to enable road access into and within the site.  The minimal tree removal combined with extensive tree planting proposed as part of the layout indicates that the significant tree features of the site will be retained and that the local treescape will be enhanced and improved.

