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Cowbridge Physic Garden, Church Road, Cowbridge
Removal of Maple

SITE AND CONTEXT

Situated centrally in Cowbridge within the old Town walls, the tree concerned is in the Cowbridge Physic Garden which is also in the Cowbridge Conservation Area.  The walls are Grade II listed.

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

Notice has been given of intention to remove a Norway Maple growing close to the town wall adjacent to Church Road.

PLANNING HISTORY

2006/00708/LBC : Cowbridge Physic Garden, Church Street, Cowbridge - Restoration, repair, re-roofing, new windows and doors  - Approved 21 July 2006.
2005/01961/LBC : Cowbridge Physic Garden, Church Street, Cowbridge - Restoration/repair/reroofing/new windows and doors  - Approved 24 February 2006.
REPORT

The Maple is the only mature tree in the garden but it is such a poor specimen that it could be argued that as the only plant in the garden not flourishing, it detracts from the overall wholesome aspect of the garden.  It is thought to be early mature with a single stem and just three primary ascending limbs.  It was noted that one of these limbs, the most upright limb on the west side - facing inward to the garden -  is showing signs of significant dieback.  

At 0.6 metres above ground level on the east side of the stem, facing the wall, just below an old tear wound the bark is loose and for a third of the circumference, there is an area of sunken bark of darker colouration.  It is also noteworthy that for a tree of this age, there is none of the usual buttress formation and a cluster of roots (between 3 to 4 cm diameter) are visible on the south side, at the base. 

These symptoms suggest that the tree may have been subject to altered soil levels and that as a result the base has begun to decay, not helped by the large longitudinal tear wound.  It is fair to say the tree is in decline and is unlikely to survive more than 10 years and over that time will become more unsightly.  It is concluded therefore that the Maple is not suitable for protection by tree preservation order and should be removed and replaced.

RECOMMENDATION

NO OBJECTIONS.

NOTE:

1.
I should be grateful if you would consider replacing the tree in order to continue the benefits which trees make to the setting and amenities of the area in general.

2.
The felling proposed in this application must be carried out within 2 years of the date of this notice.  Once this period has elapsed a re-notification is necessary.

3.
Bats and nesting birds must not be disturbed or destroyed during tree work.  A full visual inspection of the trees to be worked on must be carried out prior to intended work to check for the presence of bats and nesting birds.  Advice on bats and trees may be obtained from the Natural Resources Wales (Countryside Council for Wales as was).  Bats may be present in cracks, cavities, under flaps of bark, in dense Ivy and so forth.  Should bats be identified, please contact either Natural Resources Wales on 0845 1306229 or the Council's Ecology Section on 01446 704627.

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.

P.2

