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Paul Wing-Erb, 14, Victoria Road, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan, CF64 3EF

Acorn Tree Services, 6, Norman Cottages, Michaelston-Le-Pit, Vale of Glamorgan, CF64 4HP

14, Victoria Road, Penarth
Fell and replace Chestnut tree

SITE AND CONTEXT

The site is a large three storey semi-detached dwelling in Victoria Road close to the town centre of Penarth and of materials and style common to dwellings in Cwrt-y-Vil Road.  The dwelling, which is within Penarth Conservation Area, is built in lias stone with buff brick quoining and two storey Bath stone bay windows and an ornate Romanesque arched window/surround in the gable.

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

The authority has been notified of the intention to remove a mature Horse Chestnut tree from the frontage between the dwelling and detached garage.

PLANNING HISTORY

2003/01737/TCA : 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - Fell one cypress  - Approved 16/12/2003 
2002/01155/FUL : 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - New external fire escape to maisonette - unit 14A  - Approved 11/10/2002 
2002/00132/FUL : 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - Convert existing property currently divided into 4 no. flats and 1 no. maisonette into 1 no. four bedroom house, 1 no. one bedroom flat and 1 no. three bedroom maisonette  - Approved 03/05/2002 
1996/01027/FUL : 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - Division of Flat No. 1, ground floor, to form one additional flat, no external alterations  - Refused 06/12/1996 
1996/00964/FUL : Flat No. 4, 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - Partitioning of flat No. 4 to form one additional flat, no external alterations  - Refused 06/12/1996 
1995/00449/FUL : The Albany Hotel, 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - To convert licensed hotel into four self contained flats  - Approved 25/07/1995 
1983/00934/FUL : Alanleigh Hotel, 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - Residential home for elderly  - Approved 05/01/1984 
1981/00936/FUL : 'The Alanleigh Hotel', 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - First floor living room and second floor additional 2 bed- room and staircases at rear of existing property in conjunction with existing hotel  - Approved 28/07/1981 
1980/00914/FUL : The Alanleigh Hotel, 14, Victoria Road, Penarth - Erection of two bedroom extension at first floor level at rear of existing property in conjunction with existing hotel  - Refused 29/07/1980 
REPORT

Victoria Road is notable for its large Victorian/Edwardian villa style dwellings and for its population of mature trees in private gardens and along the street.  This dwelling was once used as a hotel and its use has now reverted back to residential with occupation by more than one set of occupiers.  As a result amenity space is limited.  The Horse Chestnut is on the frontage of the site very close to a garage/driveway and confined in a small triangular bed of soil.  It is a mature specimen with a number of problems that preclude serving a tree preservation order.

The most serious issue concerns the structure:  a single stem which forks at around 2.0 metres above ground level.  This forces working on this fork has initiated development of included wood/bark – that is, the tree has put on extra wood to cope with the applied forces which has the effect of a wedge.  If it was just this factor alone, the tree’s canopy each side of the fork could, if caught in a strong gust, split the stem apart.  

A second structural issue relates to a long-term cavity starting at around 60 cm above the base and extends for approximately 35 cm, which has significant decay behind it and below it as well as suspected decay above it.  Externally the decay is apparent also by bulges in the stem mirroring the cavity on the south side and the west side.  Decay like this may well lead to a the stem breaking off at the point of the cavity.

These two major faults mean that although the tree, at a glance, contributes to the visual amenity of the locale by virtue of its size, it cannot be safely retained.  On this basis therefore, no tree preservation order will be served and the tree surgeon should be advised that there is no objection to the planned removal.        

RECOMMENDATION

NO OBJECTIONS.

NOTE:
1.
The felling proposed in this application must be carried out within 2 years of the date of this notice.  Once this period has elapsed a re-notification is necessary.

2.
I should be grateful if you would consider replacing the tree(s) in order to continue the benefits which trees make to the setting and amenities of the area in general.

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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