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Mr. Collins, 34, Britway Road, Dinas Powys, Vale of Glamorgan.

Cardiff Treescapes, 17, Ravenscourt Close, Penylan, Cardiff. CF23 9DJ

34, Britway Road, Dinas Powys
Remove Cypresses leaving lower layer of trees/shrubs

SITE AND CONTEXT

The site is modern semi-detached dwelling on Britway Road, Dinas Powys. Opposite the Mount close of dwellings, it is of a style and finish typical of dwellings in this section of the road.    

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

This application is for the removal of three Cypresses growing in a very narrow bed on the shared boundary between numbers 34 and 36 and they are protected by Tree Preservation Order No.14, 1973 which was confirmed on 27th September, 1976.  

PLANNING HISTORY

2012/00260/TPO : 34, Britway Road, Dinas Powys - Fell small Sycamore in group, pollard other Sycamores, prune back heavily end loaded limbs in Cypress trees  - Approved 21/05/2012 
1998/00158/TPO : 34, Britway Road, Dinas Powys - Remove 3 No. Cypressus Leylantin  - Approved 07/04/1998
1982/01163/FUL : 34, Britway Road, Dinas Powys - Erection of a single storey rear extension for use only as a domestic storeroom  - Approved 02/09/1982 
1982/00645/FUL : 34, Britway Road, Dinas Powys - Extension to single storey back addition for use as domestic storeroom, erection of car port  - Refused 10/06/1982 
REPORT

These Cypresses have been the subject of an application to be removed previously in 1998 (1998/00158/TPO) which was approved although this was not acted upon for some reason.  The combination of trying to keep their height down and removing lateral branches to make allowance for vehicles being parked on the cobbled driveway plus possible work by utility contractors because of interference with overhead cables means, in this case, that the trees are aesthetically very poor specimens.  

In brief, they are short with multiple growing points and the foliage is ‘broken’ by large gaps within the row.  One of the specimens has a large girth and another has very visible dead branches and little foliage and is susceptible to continued damage from high winds.  The trees have no future in terms of improving appearances and the planting area is too narrow to consider replacing the Cypresses, however, there is a shrubby Holly which is self seeding along the border and the owner has stated that continuing with Holly would be encouraged.  Removal of the Cypresses is seen as an improvement to the visual amenity and there are numbers of more attractive small and medium sized trees in neighbouring gardens that will become more obvious on the streetscene as a result.     

RECOMMENDATION

APPROVE subject to the following condition(s):

1.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out by a suitably qualified professional tree surgeon.


Reason:


To ensure the continued health of the tree and therefore, that the visual amenities of the area are protected.

2.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out within 12 months of the date of this consent.


Reason:


To ensure the work is completed within a reasonable time limit

NOTE:

1.
Bats and nesting birds must not be disturbed or destroyed during tree work.  A full visual inspection of the trees to be worked on must be carried out prior to intended work to check for the presence of bats and nesting birds.  Advice on bats and trees may be obtained from the Natural Resources Wales (Countryside Council for Wales as was).  Bats may be present in cracks, cavities, under flaps of bark, in dense Ivy and so forth.  Should bats be identified, please contact either Natural Resources Wales on 0845 1306229 or the Council's Ecology Section on 01446 704627.

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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