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Castlecare Homes in South Wales, Wentworth, Bradford Place, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan., CF64 1SF

Maurice Lawrence, Property Presentation and Maintainance Limited

Wentworth, Bradford Place, Penarth
Removal of one Cypress, two Sycamores and a Whitebeam

SITE AND CONTEXT

The property concerned is called Wentworth House, a large semi detached three storey lias stone dwelling with a modern single storey extension overlooking a large lawned garden both to the side.  Located in Bradford Place in Penarth amongst various apartment blocks and large detached residences in the northern half of the Penarth Conservation Area.  

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

A notification has been received advising of the intention to fell all four mature trees in the side garden.  They are one Cypress, two Sycamores and one Whitebeam. 

PLANNING HISTORY

2014/00103/TCA : Wentworth House, Bradford Place, Penarth - Fell Cypress and Sycamore trees  - Approved 03/03/2014 (case officer - MRK)

2006/00233/FUL : Wentworth, Bradford Place, Penarth - Removal of condition 4 on planning consent 04/01643/FUL to allow the use of the building as a childrens home for not more than four children  - Approved 07/04/2006 (case officer - SDB)

2004/01643/FUL : Wentworth, Bradford Place, Penarth - Change of use from residential use to a nursing home  - Approved 18/03/2005 (case officer - SDB)

2002/01095/FUL : Wentworth, Bradford Place, Penarth - Extension to rear and side of property  - Approved 10/01/2003 (case officer - JMC)

2002/00788/FUL : Wentworth, Bradford Place, Penarth - Extensions to rear and side of property  - Withdrawn 29/11/2002 (case officer - JMC)

2001/01067/FUL : Wentworth, Bradford Place, Penarth - 4-5 bedroom detached dwelling  - Refused 30/11/2001 (case officer - LT)

1999/01410/FUL : Wentworth/Clive House, Bradford Place, Penarth - Renewal of planning permission 94/00960/FUL  - Refused 18/02/2000 (case officer - MH)

1997/00056/TCA : Wentworth, Bradford Place, Penarth - Fell sycamore tree  - Approved 25/02/1997 (case officer - SR)

1994/00960/FUL : Wentworth/Glenholme, Bradford Place, Penarth - Renewal of consent 89/00745/FUL  - Approved 06/12/1994 (case officer - SJC)

1993/00272/TCA : 'Wentworth', Bradford Place, Penarth - Felling of mature horsechestnut  - Approved 01/04/1993 (case officer - AEH)

1989/01144/CAC : Wentworth / Glenholme, Bradford Place, Penarth - Demolish bay window, staircase enclosure, bathroom extension and garage  - Approved 24/10/1989 (case officer - AP)

1989/00745/FUL : Wentworth/Glenholme, Bradford Place, Penarth - Conversion and extension of existing buildings into 9 flats  - Approved 21/11/1989 (case officer - AP)

REPORT

All four of the trees are mature and it is unfortunate but they all have problems of one sort or another.  The Cypress which is most visible from Bradford Place is situated in the corner where two walls meet.  It has straightened its stem and crown despite having initially, a significant lean to the north.  This may have occurred because its roots have been redirected rather sharply – as vigorous grower and a species with very superficial roots; or, it may be as a result of shifting root environment which has now stabilised.  Because ground level for the trees is approximately 1.8 to 2.0 metres above the road the Cypress (and the others) are becoming highly vulnerable to wind- the evergreen, more so.

The Sycamore next in line to the Cypress has assorted areas of decay and large amounts of large diameter dead wood which has been allowed to decay back into the stem.  How far it goes back is not possible to determine without specific testing but given much of the decay is from the base upto the mid-crown, the tree really should be removed because of the liability is presents.  (The site is elevated and poor quality trees pose a threat to residents and visitors of Seaview Court who drive along its vehicular access to the garage compound at the rear, from Bradford Place: the access being ‘under’ all four trees).       

A mature Whitebeam is the third tree in the row and its stem and bark exhibits severe torsional stresses at play on the tree (further confirmation of the wind’s effects upon this particular tree) and a large portion of its crown is missing from the base of its canopy which may have broken out.  Again this tree is becoming a liability with its damaged and weakened structural framework.

The last in the row is another mature Sycamore.  The tree is heavily clad in Ivy making a thorough inspection difficult, however it is being hindered in its development by its severely cramped location up against hard structures on two sides.  This is obvious from the way the stem bulges out over a slab and bark plates are becoming loose and being shed for 60 cm upwards of the base, thus confirming the extent of the compressive stresses the tree is experiencing at this point.  Sycamores are robust and this tree could carry on for a few more years but damage to structures and paths would become more evident.  It has a limited future at best and is located too near the property.  

Serving a tree preservation order to ensure replacements for so many trees cannot be justified and the authority could well incur compensation claims as a result therefore it is not recommended.  Replacement trees will be requested, however.      

RECOMMENDATION

NO OBJECTIONS.

NOTE:

1.
The felling proposed in this application must be carried out within 2 years of the date of this notice.  Once this period has elapsed a re-notification is necessary.

2.
Wentworth House is in the Penarth Conservation Area and as such trees are important to the setting of such property.  I should be grateful therefore, if you would consider replacing the four trees with appropriate species in order to continue the benefits which trees make to the setting and amenities of the area in general.  Please contact the Planning Department on 01446 704742 for advice on tree species and suppliers, if necessary.
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