2014/01308/TCA
Received on 5 November 2014

Ms. Julia Richards, Church House Farm, Llandow, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7NT

Ms. Julia Richards, Church House Farm, Llandow, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7NT

Church House Farm, Llandow
Remove 6 no. pine trees

SITE AND CONTEXT

The location is a low level two storey thatched dwelling called Church House Farm within the village of Llandow situated just to the rear of the Holy Trinity Church, and all within the Llandow Conservation Area.    

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

The owner has notified the authority that it is intended to remove 6 Pine trees from the rear garden.

PLANNING HISTORY

None

REPORT

Five of these Pines were planted too close together and as a result those in the middle (of a short row) have negligible canopies in their own right while the two at the ends have much larger one-sided canopies.  In essence all five have developed together and appear, at a glance, as a single tree with all the canopies merging into one.   Their location is along one side of a right angled corner of the rear garden and most significantly as regards their long term retention, are so close to a natural stone boundary wall that one or two will be making contact with the wall (if not already).  They seem immature in appearance but this is not easy to gauge because the close planting has undoubtedly had an impact upon the growth and present size of the smaller specimens so semi-mature is more appropriate perhaps.  It can certainly be said that they are small trees in terms of height as well.      

There is a quantity of dead wood in the lower limbs on the two end trees and some higher up in the middle specimens as one would expect with this species although their proximity to the wall is bound to be suppressing growth to some extent and limiting availability of nutrients.  If it was the case that the desire was to remove some of  the trees in the group this would not be possible without leaving those that remained vulnerable to high winds – beyond the boundary wall is open land with no shelter from structures – therefore, removal of all is the only safe option.  There is another specimen of Pine within the rear garden but growing against the north facing end boundary wall and this tree has a conspicuous amount of dead wood and it leans (to the east) and is also earmarked for removal.  

None of these trees is particularly visible from the main road in the village.  The group can be seen at one point only, that is, at the access road to the dwellings set back off the village road, and then only momentarily.  Moreover, they are so far back off the main road that they will not be the first trees to be viewed.  Their position against a stone boundary wall which, at a point indicatively close to the group, has vertical crack from top to bottom, means they are not good subjects to retain.  Furthermore the group overhangs and overshadows a nearby dwelling (barn conversion?) and a tree preservation order might lead to repeated applications from this owner/occupier to prune limbs back and complaints regarding needle debris in gutters, etc. .  For the reasons discussed above there is no objection to their removal.      

RECOMMENDATION

NO OBJECTIONS.

NOTE:

1.
The felling proposed in this application must be carried out within 2 years of the date of this notice.  Once this period has elapsed a re-notification is necessary.

2.
I should be grateful if you would consider replacing the Pine trees with two or three small native trees for example, Field Maple, Bird Cherry (Prunus padus) or a Silver Birch - although they should be planted away from structures and walls - in order to continue the benefits which trees make to the setting and amenities of the area in general.

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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