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Mr. Lance Sheperd, St. Aubins Nursery, Old Hall Medical Centre, High Street, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7AH

Mr. Phil Phillips, Phil Phillips Tree Surgery, 8, Maes Lindys, Rhoose Point, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3LN

St. Aubins Nursery, Old Hall Medical Centre, Cowbridge
T1 crown reduce by 1.5m Juglans Regia (Walnut) and T2 reduce crown by 50% Poplus Nigra (Poplar) 

SITE AND CONTEXT

The site is St. Aubin’s Nursery located at the Old Hall Medical Centre (as was) at the rear of Cowbridge High Street.  A single storey modern pitched roof building rendered with a slate finish sits, with the Library building, within the old town walls and with the Physic Garden on the adjacent site and all located within Cowbridge Conservation Area.   

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

The application has been submitted seeking consent to reduce the crown of mature Walnut tree close to the west side of the Nursery building and for a reduction of the crown of a Black Poplar by 50%.  The Walnut is protected by Tree Preservation Order No.8, 2009 which was confirmed on 9th October, 2009,       and the Poplar is protected by virtue of being located within the Cowbridge Conservation Area.

PLANNING HISTORY

2012/00147/FUL : Old Hall Gardens, High Street, Cowbridge - Open air childrens story telling area  - Approved 04/04/2012 
2009/01101/LAW : Cowbridge Health Centre, Old Hall, High Street, Cowbridge - Lawful Development Certificate for proposed change of use from health centre to creche (D1)  - Approved 09/12/2009 
2009/01100/LAW : Cowbridge Health Centre, Old Hall, High Street, Cowbridge - Lawful Development Certificate for proposed change of use from Health Centre to Dentist (DI)  - Approved 09/12/2009 
2009/01099/FUL : Cowbridge Health Centre, Old Hall, High Street, Cowbridge - Change of use of health centre to offices (class B1)  - Approved 11/12/2009 
2009/01097/FUL : Cowbridge Health Centre, Old Hall, High Street, Cowbridge - Change of use of health centre to financial and professional services (class A2)  - Approved 11/12/2009 
2005/01540/TCA : In the vicinity of the Town Walls, Cowbridge - Remove all ash trees and saplings, coppice hazels and remove a large holly  - Approved 11/10/2005 
1991/00958/FUL : Cowbridge Health Centre, Old Hall Grounds, Cowbridge - Alterations and extensions to provide additional consultancy room and common rooms  - Approved 22/10/1991
REPORT

The Walnut has a large dense canopy which hangs low over a children’s play area adjacent to the nursery building and some of the limbs are definitely making contact with the roofslope as well as which there are signs that moss is establishing on the south facing roofslope which arises because of constant shading and dampness.  There is also a build up of algae on the exterior south facing wall of the nursery building as well but this is likely to be due to the building being surrounded by higher soil levels and retaining wall in close proximity but at a higher level (up to two thirds of a metre in the western corner) which is bound to limit air movement around the walls.  So it is evident that the fabric of the building is under threat of deterioration if the tree is not reduced in some way.

Generally speaking, leaving numbers of large pruning wounds on mature Walnuts are not advisable, however, this tree does have a wide spreading crown which will become taller and wider over time.  Ideally the tree would have had some formative pruning when a younger specimen in such a location (close to a building) but this has not occurred so any pruning must be limited to small diameter wood.  Furthermore the crown of the tree is highly visible above the town’s walls so it is important that any reduction is carried out sensitively in terms of the visual amenity.  In this respect therefore, the reduction will be conditioned.

The crown reduction to the Black Poplar of 50% is probably the best treatment for a tree which has been pollarded to a very low point in the past.  As a species it is not a good specimen tree particularly where there are significant movements of people in its immediate area because they are vulnerable in high winds, tend to be short-lived and are very prone to decay.  Indeed the crown is already vastly reduced in terms of upright primary limbs suggesting that the tree’s vigour is probably waning and ultimately, it might be better in the long run for the tree to be removed and replaced but that is not what is intended in this notification.  These trees have already been assessed for their value to the conservation area and visual amenity and a tree preservation order has been served (in 2009).  This Poplar was omitted then for reasons similar to those stated above, subsequently, there is no objection to the proposal to reduce the Poplar by 50%.      

RECOMMENDATION

APPROVE subject to the following condition(s):

1.
The work shall be carried out in accordance with accepted rules and practices of good tree surgery to conform to B.S. 3998:2010 - Tree Work - Recommendations.


Reason:


To ensure the work is carried out to an acceptable standard.

2.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out within 12 months of the date of this consent.


Reason:


To ensure the work is completed within a reasonable time limit

3.
The work hereby approved by this consent shall consist of a crown reduction to the Walnut by removing 1.5 metres from limbs no greater in diameter than 25mm and if needed, thinning by 15% of the lowest limbs with pruning cuts not exceeding 40mm diameter.


Reason:


To ensure the visual amenities of the area are protected.

NOTE:

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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