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Mrs. Jones, 6, Little Orchard, Dinas Powys, Vale of Glamorgan.

Acorn Tree Services, 6, Norman Cottages, Michaelston-Le-Pit, Vale of Glamorgan, CF64 4HP

6, Little Orchard, Dinas Powys
Reduce right hand side of Ash tree

SITE AND CONTEXT

The site is a modern flat roofed dwelling in a small close of six similar style properties called Little Orchard which is located off Murch Road, between the Windyridge and Cherry Close residential developments.

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

The application is seeking consent to reduce a mature Ash on its north western side.  The amount of the reduction is not stated.  The Ash is T5 on Tree Preservation Order No.7, 2002 which was confirmed on 29 July, 2002.  

PLANNING HISTORY

2011/00515/TPO : 6, Little Orchard, Dinas Powys - Reduce Ash in rear garden by 20%  - Approved 8 July 2011.
REPORT

The subject of this application is a very mature Ash which is stated by the current house-owner to be in excess of 150 years old.  The specimen is a twin stem with a wide union giving the canopy an extremely wide spreading habit extending across almost the entire width of the rear garden.  It seems the canopy also overhangs a neighbouring property at Windyridge and according to the tree surgeon making this application neighbours are noticing excessive movement  during bad weather and so pruning is being sought to the one side.  The tree surgeon also states that there are concerns as to the long term safety of this tree there having been a further large limb failure this year (2014).  Further to this the same tree surgeon was given consent in 2011 for a 20% reduction to the Ash but has confirmed that the only work in recent years carried out by Acorn Trees is removal of a partially failed large limb so the tree does need some maintenance at least.

Ash as a species has a tendency to drop wood throughout the year (more so than other species) and a mature tree surrounded by neighbouring residential gardens really should be inspected annually by an arboriculturist or a professional tree surgeon.   This can be advised by adding an informative to the decision notice recommending a thorough inspection.  The proposal by Acorn for this application is for pruning on the one side most affecting the immediate neighbour(s) taking limbs back to growing points but no percentage of measure is indicated but will be specified by condition.  Given the backdrop of natural native woodland (from the land attached to St. Cyres School) which is more elevated topographically than the Ash there is an element of wind diffusion already of the prevailing winds coming from the south west so a partial reduction should lessen stresses on the point of union for major limbs and should reduce amounts of falling wood.    

RECOMMENDATION

APPROVE subject to the following condition(s):

1.
The work shall be carried out in accordance with accepted rules and practices of good tree surgery to conform to B.S. 3998: 2010 - Tree Work - Recommendations.


Reason:


To ensure the work is carried out to an acceptable standard.

2.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out within 12 months of the date of this consent.


Reason:


To ensure the work is completed within a reasonable time limit

3.
The work hereby approved by this consent shall consist of removal of any dead wood, crossing and rubbing branches and the reduction to the north western side of the Ash must be confined to wood not exceeding a diameter of 40mm.  


Reason:


To ensure the visual amenities of the area are protected.

NOTE:
1.
The owner is advised to seek the services of a professional arboriculturist to carry out a detailed inspection of the tree to confirm its condition and make work recommendations (if required).  Details of arboriculturists can be obtained from the Assistant Planner/Trees by telephone 01446 704742 or email mkrzemieniewski@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk.

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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