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Received on 9 October 2014

Mr. O. Conway, 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys, Vale of Glamorgan.

Acorn Tree Services, 6, Norman Cottages, Michaelston-Le-Pit, Vale of Glamorgan, CF64 4HP

23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys
Pollard Willow (and fell Lime - EXEMPT)

SITE AND CONTEXT

An end of terrace Victorian villa set further back from Cardiff Road (Dinas Powys) than the other more recently constructed large semi-detached dwellings.  These terraced villas are included within the Dinas Powys Conservation Area.

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

Consent is sought to pollard a Willow located at the corner of the front garden and is protected by Tree Preservation Order No. 14, 1973 which was confirmed on 27 September, 1976.  (This application also intended to fell 4 x Sycamores but instruction has been received to remove these from the description and a Lime that is to be removed has been allowed under the exemption provisions because it is badly decayed all of which were protected by conservation area status.)

PLANNING HISTORY

2009/00917/TCA : Claremont, 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Fell Pear tree  - Approved 01/10/2009 
2007/01064/TPO : Claremont, 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Crown reduce Willow  - Approved 08/08/2007 
1997/00717/TCA : 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Work to trees  - Approved 26/08/1997 
1997/00284/TCA : 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Fell ash tree  - Approved 19/05/1997 
1997/00164/TCA : 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Work to trees as set out in letter of application  - Approved 11/03/1997 
1997/00151/FUL : 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Utility and bathroom extensions, internal alterations  - Approved 27/03/1997 
1997/00098/TPO : 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Work to willow tree  - Approved 11/03/1997 
1996/00191/TPO : 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Crown lift ash and reduce crown to horsechestnut  - Approved 21/03/1996 
1990/00346/OUT : Land to the rear of 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - Single storey dwelling and ancillary parking  - Refused 05/06/1990 
1988/01288/OUT : Rear of 23, Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys. - Bungalow and garage.  - Refused 21/03/1989 
REPORT

This Willow is a mature tree which has historically had pruning works to it in 1997 and tens years later in 2007.  A tree report was submitted with the 1997 application and revealed a couple of issues: i)  tree roots had compromised a drain which was relaid and ii) the tree is a grafted specimen and it was noted than that the unions were weakening.

Unfortunately, the tree has lost another limb from its south west side, from an ‘elbow’ junction and a smaller limb has gone from the base of the crown - possibly a casualty during the larger limb breakout.  Only two ascending limbs remain and these overhang the driveway into the property and an access into another dwelling set much farther back.  Given the apparent declining state of the Willow it is considered prudent to allow the pollarding for the sake of safety and although  there are numerous other trees in the garden and along the frontage which will serve to distract the eye while the Willow gathers strength following the work. 

RECOMMENDATION

APPROVE subject to the following condition(s):

1.
The work shall be carried out in accordance with accepted rules and practices of good tree surgery to conform to B.S. 3998: 2012 - Tree Work - Recommendations.


Reason:


To ensure the work is carried out to an acceptable standard.

2.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out within 12 months of the date of this consent.


Reason:


To ensure the work is completed within a reasonable time limit

3.
The work hereby approved by this consent shall consist of pollarding the Willow back to suitable growing points.


Reason:


To ensure the visual amenities of the area are protected.

NOTE:

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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