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Mr. J. Hayes, 9, Clos Cradog, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan CF64 3RJ
Acorn Tree Services, 6, Norman Cottages, Michaelston-Le-Pit, Vale of Glamorgan, CF64 4HP

9, Clos Cradog, Penarth
Remove Ash, coppice several Field Maple and Blackthorn

SITE AND CONTEXT

A large modern two storey brick built dwelling in Clos Cradog which is within the Caversham Park residential estate in Penarth.

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

Consent is being sought to remove a young Ash tree and to coppice a number of young Field Maples and Blackthorn planted at the edge of the rear garden.  Although young trees these are protected under a woodland designation by Tree Preservation Order No.10, 2003, which was confirmed on 26th August, 2003.

PLANNING HISTORY

2011/00061/FUL : 9, Clos Cradog, Penarth - Change of use of land to garden (removal of boundary erected by housing developer)  - Approved 21/03/2011 
Caversham Park planning history:
2004/01054/RES : S3 and S4, Cogan Hall Farm, Penarth - Residential development comprising 96 dwellings and garages together with associated roads and sewers  - Approved 23/09/2004
2004/00123/OUT : Cogan Hall Farm, off Dinas Road, Penarth - Variation of Conditions 2 and 4 to extend time limits for two years (Application 00/00665/OUT)  - Approved 19/03/2004 
2002/00748/RES : Areas S1 and S2, Cogan Hall Farm, Penarth - Detailed landscaping scheme in support of application no. 01/00789/RES  - Approved 14/03/2003 
2001/01549/RES : Area S1 and S2, Cogan Hall Farm, Penarth - Construction of 130 dwelling consisting of two, three, four and five bedroom residential units  - Withdrawn 22/09/2004 
2001/00789/RES : Area S1 and S2, Cogan Hall Farm, off Dinas Road, Penarth - Reserved Matter application for the construction of 140 dwellings, garages, highway, footpaths, drives, drainage and associated detailing  - Approved 21/03/2002 
2000/00665/OUT : Cogan Hall Farm, off Dinas Road, Penarth - Renewal of application 93/01129/OUT - Residential development  - Approved 23/02/2001 
1993/01129/OUT : Cogan Hall Farm, off Dinas Road, Penarth - Residential development  - Approved 13/10/1997 
1991/00291/FUL : Land off St. Lukes Avenue, Penarth - Erection of 22 no. 2 storey dwellings  - Approved 25/06/1991 
1990/01083/OUT : Land off St. Luke's Avenue, Cogan Hall Farm, Penarth - Residential development including the erection of houses and the construction of roads and sewers  - Approved 11/12/1990 
1986/00039/OUT : off St. Luke's Avenue, Penarth - Residential development, including the erection of houses and construction of roads and sewers  - Approved 11/03/1986 
REPORT

This site is on land which once belonged to the Old Cogan Hall and in 2002, an application was submitted (2002/00748/RES) for reserved matters, with particular regard to landscaping of the site.  Under this application woodland planting was agreed in a ribbon of land along the southern and eastern edge of the site.  The ribbon of land was then protected by a Tree Preservation Order.  It was intended that this planting would be managed, like a woodland, amounting to some thinning.  This does not appear to have been carried out and consequently all the trees are growing into tall upright trees crowding together.  Because of this lack of formative thinning trees are developing problematic structures (tight unions for example which become highly vulnerable windsails as they grow).  

It would also appear that house-owners are buying sections of this ribbon to increase the size of their gardens and one or two owners have carried out unlawful pruning and/or removal of some trees.  Planning Enforcement has been involved in rectifying losses here.  Given the usual desire of residents to want to enlarge their garden spaces this application (which could be first of many in Clos Cradog) creates a dilemma for the authority because some of the trees have now become poor specimens – certainly the case at number 9.  It is necessary to consider the band of trees as a whole rather than in the sections attached to each property.

The proposal at this location: to remove an Ash and coppice Field Maples and Blackthorn, as well as removal of two dead native species (Hawthorn?) at the deepest point in the band which have died, due, according to the tree surgeon, to being constantly shaded by the taller trees towards the ‘front’, would ultimately remove all tree-sized specimens so a circumspect approach is called for.  In light of this an email was sent to the tree surgeon stating that there are serious concerns about allowing coppicing of these trees.  It was explained that they were planted as a woodland buffer zone and although not properly managed the authority would not want to encourage further applications from neighbours who also have the buffer behind them.  

It was pointed out that coppicing (which would reduce the stems to ‘stools’ around 10 cm in height) would leave the garden to all appearances ‘denuded’ of trees and that while some treatment is necessary, should the coppicing be allowed and other applications follow for the same work, there was a concern that ‘coppiced stumps’ would be removed in some instances where residents want to enlarge their gardens.   Furthermore, coppicing would remove what growth is currently visible between houses and make it difficult for the authority to police the buffer zone ‘from the roadside’ so to speak.

The tree surgeon was advised that the application will probably be refused unless  an alternative scheme such as removal of the poor examples and replacing them with a few healthy heavy standard size native species could be considered.  A telephone conversation followed with the tree surgeon who is going to indicate clearly on a photograph which of the Field Maples will be coppiced so that there is clarity as to which Field Maples will remain.  He will also speak to the owner about replacement trees.  Only two Holly trees, feathered specimens (so that foliage held on lateral limbs will start from the ground up instead a length of clear stem) were suggested as replacements mainly to mitigate the two dead native trees toward the back boundary.  It is agreed however, that five replacement trees will be sought – the two Hollies, and three standards - a Field Maple, a Hawthorn and a Silver Birch.  On this basis it is recommended that the proposal be agreed.   

RECOMMENDATION

APPROVE subject to the following condition(s):

1.
The coppicing shall be carried out in accordance with accepted rules and practices of good tree surgery to conform to B.S. 3998: 2010 - Tree Work - Recommendations.


Reason:


To ensure the work is carried out to an acceptable standard.

2.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out within 12 months of the date of this consent.


Reason:


To ensure the work is completed within a reasonable time limit

3.
Five replacement trees: 2 x Hollies (feathered) and one standard each of Field Maple, Hawthorn and Silver Birch shall be planted appropriately between the remaining trees during the dormant season (December 2014 to March 2015) following felling and shall be properly staked and watered during periods of drought for a period of five years.  In the event that the tree becomes diseased or dies another similar sized tree shall be planted in its place.


Reason:


To ensure that the visual amenities of the area are protected.  

NOTE:

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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