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Local Authority:  Vale of Glamorgan Council.
Summary
The application is for new plant and AC installations, louvre infill, new autodoor and warehouse door and redecorations.
Site analysis
The store is situated on High Street adjacent to many other retail units in the centre of Cowbridge.  The site is generally level.
Context Analysis
The retail store is to be refitted.  The new plant and AC units have been selected to provide the necessary staff and customer comfort levels within the store in an energy efficient design.  The new autodoor and warehouse door will replace existing units, whilst the louvre at the rear of the store will be infilled as it is no longer required.
Access
Site access and egress to the store for customers is from the pavement on the High Street; access to the new plant and AC condensers will be for maintenance only and from the rear of the store.
Character: amount of development
The amount of development is minimal; these new installations/alterations are proposed to allow the refurbishment of the store.
Character: layout
The area for the installations has been chosen for the plant and AC units because of its suitability for maintenance access, airflow and unobtrusiveness.  The doors replace existing units.
Character: scale
These are standard AC condenser and plant units (in terms of scale) and will be hidden at the rear of the site; the doors are similar in scale to the existing.
Character: appearance

The AC condenser and plant units will be in a subdued colour scheme; the new doors and existing shopfront will be in RAL 7043 Traffic Grey B (matt) finish.
Character: landscaping
Not applicable to this application.

Community safety

There are perceived to be no negative effects to current safety levels.
Environmental sustainability
Due to the nature of this proposal, the sustainability of the new plant and AC condensers is due to the increased efficiency of these modern units in comparison to the existing plant housed in the building (behind the louvre).  They are an energy efficient design providing the necessary comfort levels with a reduced impact upon the environment.

Movement

The new AC and plant units are accessed from the rear of the store.

ENV27
Reference this local policy; the proposed installations are energy efficient units that have been chosen for their suitability to provide the necessary comfort levels situated in a location previously used for this type of installation.
Conclusion
This store has been identified for investment by The Co-operative Group.  The proposal is to refit the existing retail unit whilst investing in technology designed to provide a greater range of services and enhance the shopping mission for the customer.
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