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Stonegate Pub Company Ltd, Railway Hotel, 1, Plymouth Road, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan., CF64 3DA

Branch Walkers Tree Services Ltd, 29, St. Edyths Road, Sea Mills, Bristol,

BS9 2EP

Railway Hotel, 1, Plymouth Road, Penarth
One twin stem Maple, reduce by 20%;  Ash - reduce by 20%, thin by 25% and crown lift;  (Cut other trees to below the fence line trees along boundary)

SITE AND CONTEXT

The site is the Railway Hotel public house close to the centre of Penarth town in Plymouth Road and within Penarth Conservation Area. 

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

A notification has been received advising of intention to reduce the crown of an over-mature Ash by 20%, to thin the crown by 25% and to lift its crown; a Maple is intended to be reduced by 20% (crown or height is not specified) as well as bringing a number of small shrubby trees down to hedge height (no height is stipulated). 

PLANNING HISTORY

2012/01195/TCA : Railway Hotel, 1, Plymouth Road, Penarth - Crown lift ash  - Withdrawn 27/12/2012 
1997/01277/TCA : Railway Hotel, Plymouth Road, Penarth - Remove 4 ash trees and to crown reduce 1 ash tree by 30%  - Approved 03/03/1998 
1987/00287/ADV : The Railway Hotel, Plymouth Road, Penarth - Pub Signs  - Approved 16/06/1987 
1986/01139/FUL : The Railway Hotel, Plymouth Road, Penarth - Alterations and extensions to provide new skittle alley, pool room, main entrance porch and improved kitchen and lavatories  - Approved 17/02/1987 
REPORT

Both the Ash and Maple are growing in raised beds on the periphery of the small Beer garden attached to the pub.  The site is highly visible being at a busy highway junction with intersecting roads and traffic lights controlling the flow of traffic.  There are numerous businesses, a school and shops as well as some large historic residential dwellings in the locality.  From a Tree Risk Hazard point of view there are numerous ‘targets’ in this location which is in constant use by pedestrians, cars, larger delivery vehicles and local buses not forgetting pedestrians.

Starting with the Ash.  This tree has a significant girth although this is difficult to see as it is very densely clothed in Ivy which forms a wide column through the crown.  There is some dieback at the ends of lower branches and these same branches are heavily end weighted.  It has clearly been some years since any clearance pruning has been carried out.  One very low branch overhangs the seating area of the Beer garden.  A mature Plane on the pavement in Stanwell Road and the Ash are so close that their crowns have combined although the Plane’s form suggests it has been suppressed on one side by the Ash also.  Pruning should remove any abraded branches or alleviate those that are starting to rub.  Thinning of the Ash’s crown should be acceptable provided it is part of the 20% reduction that is planned.  No mention is made of removal of any of the Ivy and it clearly adds to the sail area of the tree but it is expected that this would also be addressed.

Described as ‘Maples’ in the application is in fact one tree which is twin-stemmed.  This specimen has a fund of problems and should ideally be removed.  In brief, the faults are with the tree’s structure mainly and if left, the hazard of failure will increase.  Furthermore, the roots of the tree have nowhere left to go and the surrounding paving and retaining wall under it are showing signs of stress with cracks in slabs and the wall.  Added to these problems the tree is leaning and one of the stems has a significant bend in it with a bulge that may be hiding a crack.  In light of these issues, there is no objection to the proposed reduction although it would be best if it were removed.

RECOMMENDATION – OFFICER DELEGATED 

NO OBJECTIONS.

NOTE:

1.
The felling proposed in this application must be carried out within 2 years of the date of this notice.  Once this period has elapsed a re-notification is necessary.

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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