CONSULTATION RESPONSE: COUNTRYSIDE AND ENVIRONMENT (ECOLOGY)
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	Location
	The Garn Farm, St. Hilary

	Proposal
	Installation of a 150kw Ground Mounted Photovoltaic Array


	ECOLOGY RESPONSE

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No comment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Object (holding objection)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Object and recommend refusal 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Notes for applicant
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Request for further information 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Recommend planning conditions


Summary

The Ecology Officer submits a holding objection to this application, as no information has been submitted to allow the LPA to make a fully informed decision with respect to protected species. 

Action required 

· Ground nesting breeding bird survey (prior to determination)

· Great Crested Newt protection strategy (see below)

Detailed Comments 

We note no submission of an Ecology report, however, Great Crested Newts have been referred to within the Design and Access Statement 

Great Crested Newt

We note reference to a Great Crested Newt population within 100m of the application site and the Rapid Risk Assessment carried out. However, this is subjective and in my opinion there is a moderate to high likelihood of offences being committed. However, provided that NRW are in agreement that no licence is necessary, the risk of the offence may be overcome through working to a Method Statement, The requirement to produce a working methodology (and its implementation) to protect GCN during construction and operational phases may be included as a planning condition. 

Alternatively, if the Methodology is submitted before determination, the implementation of an agreed scheme may be include as a planning condition

Ground-nesting breeding birds

The habitat present on the site is suitable for ground nesting bird species such as lapwing and skylark, which are species of Principal Importance for Conservation (NERC Act). We recommend that a survey for ground nesting birds, particularly species that are a priority for conservation is carried out prior to determination. 
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