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Douglas Burton, Arborwood Tree Care, Little Oak, 43, Caer Worgan, Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan., CF61 2SP

The Old Orchard, Bridge Road, Llanblethian
Remove Leyland Cypress Naylors Blue and pollard mature Ash (near west  boundary wall) 

SITE AND CONTEXT

Old Orchard is a detached modern two storey dwelling of recent construction located in Bridge Road in Llanblethian and within Llanblethian Conservation Area.

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

Consent is sought via the notification process to remove a Leyland Cypress ‘Naylor’s Blue’ and to pollard a mature multi-stemmed Ash tree. 

PLANNING HISTORY

2007/01035/TCA : The Old Orchard, Bridge Road, Llanblethian - To carry out a 30 - 40% reduction, remove all dead wood and crossovers  - Approved 07/08/2007 (case officer - MRK)

2003/01783/TCA : The Old Orchard, Bridge Road, Llanblethian - Crown lift, crown thin and reduce selected limbs on one ash  - Approved 06/01/2004 (case officer - EAB)

1981/00084/RES : 'Sunnyside', Old Orchard west of Great House, Broadway, Llanblethian - Erection of single dwelling house  - Approved 26/02/1981 (case officer - LGJ)

1980/00358/OUT : Old orchard to west of Great House, Llanblethian - Renewal of consent 74/00029 sought for the erection of a single dwelling  - Approved 29/07/1980 (case officer - LGJ)

REPORT

This property appears to have been built on land that once belonged to the neighbouring Great House, a Grade II Listed dwelling. The Old Orchard is enclosed by a natural stone boundary wall and the multi-stemmed Ash is growing adjacent to it.  The proposal comprises removing much of the canopy by performing a pollarding with limbs being cut back to earlier pruning points made following the consent issued in 2007 when a significant reduction took place.   

With the position of the Ash so close to the stone wall, a wall that is around 1.5 metres in height, to prevent further root growth from undermining the wall although roots are likely to be well established beyond the boundary.  Pollarding will achieve some hiatus in the root growth because the tree will divert nutrients to form a new canopy.  This is not a lasting solution to what is or will become a problem tree, however, as regards visual amenity only the upper canopy can be seen from the main road (visible above the roofline of the neighbouring Ger y Nant): this is what is intended for removal.  

There are some trees protected by tree preservation order on the frontage of Old Orchard, namely, some Lilac and ‘fruit’ trees (as stated in the schedule).  These trees are extant and the Leyland Cypress ‘Naylor’s Blue’ variety is growing within the same area.  It is usually characteristic of these Cypresses to develop one lead shoot: this specimen has two, at least.  Although not unattractive, twin shoots on such trees tends to mean a tight fork between the two which ultimately is a weak area within the tree in high winds.  Aside from this structural issue there is a significant area of brown foliage/fronds on the side of the tree facing the road but this is mainly hidden by the Lilac and fruit trees (Apple) and thus, is not unsightly particularly. 

It is probable that the tree is having an oppressive effect upon the rooms at the front of the house being just a couple of metres from the front elevation and the tree will continue to put on height (and width in the lower canopy).  There are also conifers on the neighbouring land (Great House) which are quite domineering in combination with the Cypress.  It is considered that the smaller Lilac and Apple trees at the front are more in keeping with the property and its shallow front garden and as these will be retained by tree preservation order, there is no justification for serving another Order for this Cypress which has a questionable future and whose removal will have limited impact upon the visual amenity.                 

RECOMMENDATION
NO OBJECTIONS.

NOTE:

1.
I should be grateful if you would consider replacing the tree(s) in order to continue the benefits which trees make to the setting and amenities of the area in general.

2.
The felling proposed in this application must be carried out within 2 years of the date of this notice.  Once this period has elapsed a re-notification is necessary.
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