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Ewenny overbridge, South east of Ewenny on St. Brides Road, Ewenny
Proposed replacement of existing single carriageway road bridge over railway line

SITE AND CONTEXT

The site is Ewenny overbridge, on St. Brides Road, Ewenny, as shown on the plan below:
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DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

This is a prior notification application for a proposed replacement of existing single carriageway road bridge over railway line, as shown on the plans below:
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PLANNING HISTORY

None

CONSULTATIONS

Llandow Community Council- No representations received.

Highway Development- No objection.

Ewenny Community Council- No objection.

Local ward members- No representations received.

REPRESENTATIONS

The neighbouring properties were consulted. One letter of support has been received. One letter of concern has also been raised in respect of the height of the replacement outside the residential property Cae Seren, in addition to increased noise, dust and vibration. Restrictions are requested regarding hours of operation and construction impacts.

REPORT

Issues

Prior approval is sought for a replacement single carriageway road bridge over the railway line, under Part 11 Class A of Schedule 2 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted development) Order 1995. This states as follows:

DEVELOPMENT UNDER LOCAL OR PRIVATE ACTS OR ORDERS

Class A

A.    Permitted development

Development authorised by— 

(a)a local or private Act of Parliament, 


(b)an order approved by both Houses of Parliament, or.


(c)an order under section 14 or 16 of the Harbours Act 1964(2)(orders for securing harbour efficiency etc., and orders conferring powers for improvement, construction etc. of harbours).


which designates specifically the nature of the development authorised and the land upon which it may be carried out.

A.1    Condition

Development is not permitted by Class A if it consists of or includes— 


(a)the erection, construction, alteration or extension of any building, bridge, aqueduct, pier or dam, or .


(b)the formation, laying out or alteration of a means of access to any highway used by vehicular traffic,


unless the prior approval of the appropriate authority to the detailed plans and specifications is first obtained.

A.2    Prior approvals

The prior approval referred to in paragraph A.1 is not to be refused by the appropriate authority nor are conditions to be imposed unless they are satisfied that—


 (a)the development (other than the provision of or works carried out to a dam) ought to be and could reasonably be carried out elsewhere on the land; or .


(b)the design or external appearance of any building, bridge, aqueduct, pier or dam would injure the amenity of the neighbourhood and is reasonably capable of modification to avoid such injury.

The Act of Parliament relied upon is the Vale of Glamorgan Railway Act 1889 which incorporates the provisions of the Railway Clauses Consolidation act 1845. They bestow upon the railway company the power to carry out developments necessary for the running and management of the railway, including construction of a new bridge.

Section A.1 above states that a new bridge is not permitted under this section, unless prior approval is first sought from the LPA as to the detailed plans. Referring therefore to Section A.2, the following assessment is made in respect of whether prior approval should be granted.

(a) Given that this is to replace an existing bridge, and given that the bridge connects directly to the adopted highway on both sides of the railway line, it is considered that the development could not reasonably be sited elsewhere.

(b) While the concerns received from Cae Seren have been fully assessed, it is considered that the development would not be unacceptably injurious to the residential amenities of the occupiers, given the scale of the works and the distance from that property. It is also considered that the design would not unacceptably impact upon the visual amenity of the wider area. Consequently, it is considered that the development would not conflict with this second part of Section A.2.

It is, therefore, considered that prior approval should be granted, and consequently the development would constitute permitted development under this section of the GPDO.

RECOMMENDATION – OFFICER DELEGATED
APPROVE FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON(S):

1.
Prior approval for the proposed overbridge is hereby granted because the development could not reasonably be carried out elsewhere on the land and the design/external appearance of the bridge would not injure the amenity of the neighbourhood.

NOTE:

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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