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Old Cowbridge Grammar School (Communal Garden), Church Street, Cowbridge
Removal of crossing limb of Copper Beech (as highlighted on Tree 1 in Treescapes Tree Hazard Risk Assessment)

SITE AND CONTEXT

This application concerns  specimen trees at the Old Cowbridge Grammar School site which is now residential units. 

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

There are three elderly specimen trees a Holm Oak and two Copper Beech growing on the old Town Wall and adjacent roundel.  The trees are protected by Tree Preservation Order No.4, 2008.  (files away for scanning and no confirmed date available)

PLANNING HISTORY

2003/01740/TCA : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Fell trees in the grounds of Cowbridge Grammar School. Fell several young ash, hawthorn, wych elm, holly and a Lawsons Cypress. Minor crown lifting to one holm oak  - Approved 16/12/2003 (
2008/00731/FUL : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Application for the amendment to the Boot House and extension from 2 separate dwellings into one 3-bed house  - Approved 18/07/2008 
2008/00417/LBC : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - (a) Revised layout of Ball Court; (b) Amendments to internal layout and to external elevations of Boot House; (c) Amendments to external staircase of Unit 5 and (d) Amendments to external elevation of Unit 12 (e) Additional roof lights to the N.E. and S.W. slopes of the '1984 Range' (f) Repointing, rendering and painting of the southern elevation of the former 'Headmasters House'.  - Approved 25/07/2008 
2007/00742/LBC : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Conversion into 15 residential units  - Approved 17/07/2007 
2007/00060/FUL : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Conversion of existing buildings into 8 residential apartments  - Approved 15/08/2007 
2007/00002/LBC : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Conversion of the Grammar School and Boot House into 15 residential units  - Approved 28/03/2007 
2006/00201/LBC : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Conversion of the Grammar School and Boot House into 15 no. residential units  - Approved 10/07/2006 
2005/01887/FUL : Cowbridge Grammar School and former Council Depot yard, Church Street, Cowbridge - Conversion of existing buildings into 15 residential units with 4 new build residential units on the former Council Depot yard site and 24 parking spaces and amenity space  - Approved 12/05/2006
2004/01509/LBC : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Conversion of the Grammar School and Boot House into 15 no. residential units  - Approved 18/04/2005 
2004/01468/FUL : Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Conversion of existing building into 15 residential units with 4 new build residential units on the former Council Depot Yard site and 24 parking spaces and amenity space  - Approved 13/05/2005 
2002/00794/LBC : Former Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Repairs and remedial works to interior and exterior of school buildings to include repairs to roofing, rainwater goods, rooflights, flooring, staircases and internal walls  - Withdrawn 05/07/2003 
1989/00918/LBC : Old Cowbridge Grammar School, Church Street, Cowbridge - Affix cast aluminium plaque to the west elevation  - Approved 28/09/1989
REPORT

The Old Cowbridge Grammar School Management company called in a tree surgeon to inspect the three trees and concerns were raised by the surgeon about the Holm Oak (Tree 3) which has an extensive longitudinal crack in one of its major stems/limbs – the tree has a short bole and multiple stems emanating from it.  Other issues with this tree led to indications that the tree needed radical treatment.  The spokesperson for the management company was advised that a tree report was necessary from a professional arboriculturist to confirm the condition of the tree and to explore options.  The first report received was not from an arboriculturist and eventually another more suitable report was submitted.

A Tree Hazard Risk Assessment advised that the Holm Oak might be retained if pollarded, however, another tree surgeon has since disagreed with this recommendation and believes the condition of the Holm Oak is so poor that it must be removed.  This has been agreed by a letter allowing the tree to be dismantled under the exemption provisions because of its location abutting the edge of the roundel with much of the crown overhanging the main pathway into Twt Park, a busy children’s park and an alternative ‘back way’ into the town.  A heavy standard replacement will be sought.

Alongside the Holm Oak are two mature Copper Beech trees.  Some necessary maintenance is required to Tree 2 to remove crossing branches throughout the crown.  The limbs concerned are 10 to 15 cm diameter and there is ongoing abrasion which will decay back into the main stem if left.   Signs of fungal decay have been observed which is suspected to be Ganoderma.  This delignifies the supporting internal wood and tends to be lethal once fruiting bodies begin to appear.   Resultant decay is unspecified in this tree presently but will need to monitored.  Removing the crossing limbs was also allowed as an exemption.

Tree 1, the second Copper Beech which is closest to residences, has one large diameter limb rubbing another in the mid crown and which needs to removed at the main stem.  It cannot be foreshortened because the point of abrasion is approximately 60 cm along from the trunk.   Although this could have been allowed under the exemption process as in Tree 2 the decision was made to ask for an application for this because (1) under the Tree Risk Hazard Assessment it is given a lower priority rating than the other work and (2) it was considered important to record the findings of the Assessment which is suggesting that three iconic trees are likely to be lost in the not too distant future.  

RECOMMENDATION – OFFICER DELEGATED 

APPROVE subject to the following condition(s):

1.
The work shall be carried out in accordance with accepted rules and practices of good tree surgery to conform to B.S. 3998:2010 - Tree Work - Recommendations.


Reason:


To ensure the work is carried out to an acceptable standard.

2.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out by a suitably qualified professional tree surgeon.


Reason:


To ensure the continued health of the tree and therefore, that the visual amenities of the area are protected.

3.
The work hereby approved shall be carried out within 12 months of the date of this consent.


Reason:


To ensure the work is completed within a reasonable time limit

4.
The work hereby approved by this consent shall be confined to removal of the rubbing limb at approximately 7.0 metres within the crown.


Reason:


To ensure the visual amenities of the area are protected.

NOTE:

1.
Old Cowbridge Grammar School Management is urged to have the Copper Beech trees (and whatever remains of the Holm Oak, if not removed) inspected annually by a professional arboriculturist so that any fungal decay within the  trees can be monitored    

Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter.

In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific condition).

The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement action.

Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice.
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